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CONTACTS
HOME MAINTENANCE

Pro Name Phone Email

Appliance Repair

Electrician

Handyman

HVAC Company

Landscaper

Painter

Pest Control

Plumber

Pool Service

Septic Service

Snow Plowing

Trash Service
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Exterior
Turn on outside water valves; reattach hoses 
If you have an external water shut-off valve that you turned off in the fall, its time to switch it back on 
and re-attach your garden hoses.

Check for cracks or peeling paint on home; sand and repaint
Preparation is key with this task. Any peeling or flaking paint needs to be removed and the surfaced 
prepped to receive the new paint. Check out Behr's tutorial on prepping here.

Repair & repaint  / replace any exterior trim
Consider replacing wood trim with a low maintenance PVC option. You can purchase this at your local 
lumberyard or big box store.

Service your lawn mower and other gas-powered tools
Get your lawnmower and other tools ready for their warm weather duties by filling up gas and oil and 
starting them up to ensure they are working.

Fertilize your lawn
Scott's offers a good primer on when to feed your lawn here.

Powerwash deck, fencing and outdoor patio furniture
Every year I am surprised by how new my 10-year old composite deck looks after its power washed 
with just water on the general setting. If you have a wood deck, thespruce.com has a good tutorial 
here. Whatever material you have, start with the lowest setting with the nozzle further away from the 
surface to see what results you get and increase/get closer as needed.

Repair/replace damaged window screens
If the screen can be repaired, take it to your local hardware store - many of these offer screen repair 
services. If the screen needs to be replaced, check what brand of windows you have and find a local 
lumberyard that carries them. Bring in the screen and they can order you a new one.

Wash windows and reinstall screens
This is something you can do yourself, especially if you have a one-story home or tilt-in windows. If 
not, you may want to call in a pro. For a few hundred dollars, you can have a clear view again!

Treat home for ants or other pests
I've lived in MA for over 40 years and we have always had to treat for ants in the spring. There are 
many ways to do it - either yourself or with a pro. The key is to do it early to prevent infestation.

Have air conditioner units serviced
Central air conditioning systems need to be serviced once a year just as heating systems do. Our guys 
come out in the spring to clean the condensers and make sure everything is running smoothly.

Check driveway pavement for cracks
Our New England weather can do a number on driveways over the years. If your driveway has devel-
oped a crack, there are a number of asphalt patch products on the market to fix it. Lowe's has more 
information here.

http://www.maisonmass.com
http://www.behr.com/consumer/how-to/exterior/how-to-repair-flaking-paint
http://www.scotts.com/smg/goART3/Howto/when-to-feed-lawn/33500008
https://www.thespruce.com/power-wash-a-wood-deck-1825149
https://www.lowes.com/projects/repair-and-maintain/repair-asphalt-driveway-cracks/project
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Interior
Check HVAC filters
If you have central AC units serviced in the spring, your pro should check these at the same time. If not, have a 
look. If you replaced them in the fall, give them a quick vacuum (being careful not to tear). If its been a year, its 
time to replace.

Clean shower heads with white vinegar
Showerheads can get clogged with sediment just like any other faucet in your house. You can go ahead and 
remove the showerhead to clean it or place a plastic bag filled with white vinegar over the showerhead and let it 
soak for a couple of hours. Better Homes and Gardens explains here.

Test smoke and CO alarms / change batteries
It's a good idea to test your smoke detectors and CO alarms at least once a year and change the batteries while 
you are at it. AllState has a good write-up on this here.

Clean kitchen exhaust hood & filter
These workhorses of the kitchen are often overlooked, but they collect lots of grease as they suck the odors from 
the room. The exhaust hood has filters that can be removed. They can be washed in hot, soapy water in the sink 
or put in the dishwasher (check your hood's manual first, but I've had good luck doing it this way!) Epicurious has 
a very detailed tutorial here.

Clean garbage disposal
Wikihow has a list of methods to clean and deoderize your disposal here.

Snake bathroom drains
Regularly snaking out bathroom drains with a drain stick is an easy, non-chemical way of avoiding larger clogs. 
You might want to do this more often if you have a lot of long-haired family members using a bathroom! We've 
had good luck with these.

Vacuum lint from dryer exhaust vent
The National Fire Protection Association says that more than 15,000 fires are started each year because of 
clothes dryers. To prevent this, make sure you clean your lint screen after every load, periodically vacuum out the 
exhaust vent (inside and out with a shopvac with attachment) and then have your entire exhaust duct cleaned by 
a professional.

Clean faucet aerators
Over time small particles can build up in faucet aerators making your water flow less than optimal. Twice a year, 
take off the aerator and clean it to keep your water flowing strong. Dummies.com has a good video how-to here. 
You can also soak the aerator in vinegar if flushing alone doesn't do the trick.

Install window AC units
Time to get those AC units out of storage to stay cool during the summer months. If you didn't maintain in the 
Fall, give your window AC units a little TLC before you putting them into service. Apartment Therapy has three 
simple steps here.

Vacuum refrigerator coils
Keeping your refrigerator coils clean is the number one thing you can do to extend the life of your fridge. These 
coils are either located on the back of your refrigerator or at the bottom behind the kickplate. Be sure to unplug 
your fridge before you do anything and we like an inexpensive vacuum attachment like this one to do the job.
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http://www.maisonmass.com
http://www.bhg.com/homekeeping/house-cleaning/tips/how-to-clean-a-showerhead/
https://blog.allstate.com/test-smoke-detectors/?pgv=c
http://www.epicurious.com/expert-advice/how-to-clean-oven-vent-range-hood-grease-article
http://www.wikihow.com/Clean-Your-Garbage-Disposal
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01DP87IF8/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=maiso01-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B01DP87IF8&linkId=148a2d88e1ab9be50ef02f18cebe25ff
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00L5KMPCU/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=maiso01-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00L5KMPCU&linkId=871e1c8aff39ed8aaf37891bf3366c3f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_DaEA5UtqY
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/taking-care-of-window-air-cond-118620
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00L5KMPCU/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=maiso01-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00L5KMPCU&linkId=871e1c8aff39ed8aaf37891bf3366c3f
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Exterior
Trim trees and bushes around home 
It’s good practice to keep branches and foliage away from your home to discourage insects and pests. 
Plus you'll want to remove any older branches that might fall under the weight of heavy snow.

Clean gutters
Unless you've got a gutter screen installed, you'll need to clean out your gutters on a regular basis. 
Lowe's has a great basic tutorial video here.

Aerate, fertilize and seed your lawn
You can manually aerate your lawn, but if its big, you're better off calling in the pros. Fall is the best 
time around here to re-seed.

Get your chimney cleaned
The Chimney Safety Institute of America recommends that chimneys been inspected once a year and 
cleaned if necessary. Check out their tips for hiring a chimney sweep, including a list of CSIA certified 
sweeps by zip code here.

Have heaters and water heater serviced
Servicing your HVAC system once a year is recommended to keep it operating efficiently and to pre-
vent any larger service issues down the road.

Caulk gaps around windows and doors
One of the biggest energy stealing culprits, gaps around windows and doors are an easy fix. Use latex 
caulk if you want to paint the area to match trim or the house, or silicone if painting isn't important. 
Home Depot has a good video tutorial on caulking gaps here.

Replace weatherstripping around doors
Another energy suck are poorly weatherstripped doors. Bob Vila tells you how to weatherstrip here.

Remove outside hoses, drain and store for winter
The average garden hose will last a lot longer if it is drained and put away for the winter.

Winterize exterior water faucets and sprinklers
Chances are you have at least one outdoor faucet on your house. To prevent frozen pipes, you'll want 
to turn off the water to these faucets for the winter months. Boston Standard Plumbing has a great 
tutorial to do that here.

Winterize gas-powered lawn equipment by draining any remaining oil and gas for the win-
ter
The end of the season is a good time to plan maintenance on your gas-powered lawn equipment. If 
you haven't done it in the spring, before putting your tools away for the winter, give the machines 
a good brushing (or hosing) off, check the air filter and spark plugs and remove any gas or oil for 
over-winter storage. Home Depot has a good step-by-step here.

Start up snow blower and have serviced if necessary
Don't wait until the first blizzard hits to check and see if your snow blower is working. 
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http://www.maisonmass.com
https://www.lowes.com/projects/repair-and-maintain/gutter-cleaning-and-repair/project
http://www.csia.org/hiringchimneysweeps.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXb2api6ZqM
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/door-weather-stripping/#.WLCYB_krI2w
http://www.bostonstandardplumbing.com/outdoor-faucets-the-one-thing-you-should-never-forget-to-do-in-winter/
http://www.homedepot.com/c/how_to_maintain_lawn_mower_HT_PG_OD
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Interior
Inspect your fire extinguishers
Most of us have fire extinguishers tucked away somewhere in the house where we will (hoepfully!) 
never have to use them. The National Fire Protection Association recommends periodic inpection to 
make sure your extinguisher is ready to go if you should ever need it. Allstate has a great inspection 
tutorial here.

Flush hot water heater and remove sediment
This is something we prefer to leave to the professionals. We're told that build up in water heaters 
makes them more inefficient and also shortens the life of the unit, so it’s a good idea to have this done 
once a year while your having the rest of your HVAC system serviced.

Clean kitchen exhaust hood & filter
These workhorses of the kitchen are often overlooked, but they collect lots of grease as they suck the 
odors from the room. The exhaust hood has filters that can be removed. They can be washed in hot, 
soapy water in the sink or put in the dishwasher (check your hood's manual first, but I've had good 
luck doing it this way!) Epicurious has a very detailed tutorial here.

Clean garbage disposal
Wikihow has a list of methods to clean and deoderize your disposal here.

Snake bathroom drains
Regularly snaking out bathroom drains with a drain stick is an easy, non-chemical way of avoiding larg-
er clogs. You might want to do this more often if you have a lot of long-haired family members using a 
bathroom! We've had good luck with these.

Vacuum lint from dryer exhaust vent
The National Fire Protection Association says that more than 15,000 fires are started each year be-
cause of clothes dryers. To prevent this, make sure you clean your lint screen after every load, peri-
odically vacuum out the exhaust vent (inside and out with a shopvac with attachment) and then have 
your entire exhaust duct cleaned by a professional.

Clean faucet aerators
Over time small particles can build up in faucet aerators making your water flow less than optimal. 
Twice a year, take off the aerator and clean it to keep your water flowing strong. Dummies.com has a 
good video how-to here. You can also soak the aerator in vinegar if flushing alone doesn't do the trick.

Remove window-mounted AC units
Give your window AC units a little TLC before you store them away so they are ready for you when the 
hot weather hits. Apartment Therapy has three simple steps here.

Vacuum refrigerator coils
Keeping your refrigerator coils clean is the number one thing you can do to extend the life of your 
fridge. These coils are either located on the back of your refrigerator or at the bottom behind the 
kickplate. Be sure to unplug your fridge before you do anything and we like an inexpensive vacuum 
attachment like this one to do the job.
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https://blog.allstate.com/how-to-maintain-your-home-fire-extinguisher/?pgv=c
http://www.epicurious.com/expert-advice/how-to-clean-oven-vent-range-hood-grease-article
http://www.wikihow.com/Clean-Your-Garbage-Disposal
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01DP87IF8/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=maiso01-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B01DP87IF8&linkId=148a2d88e1ab9be50ef02f18cebe25ff
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00L5KMPCU/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=maiso01-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00L5KMPCU&linkId=871e1c8aff39ed8aaf37891bf3366c3f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_DaEA5UtqY
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/taking-care-of-window-air-cond-118620
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00L5KMPCU/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=maiso01-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00L5KMPCU&linkId=871e1c8aff39ed8aaf37891bf3366c3f
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 ☐ Allen key (Hextool key)

 ☐ Ax

 ☐ Bucket (5 gallon)

 ☐ Caulking gun

 ☐ C-Clamps

 ☐ Chisel

 ☐ Circular saw

 ☐ Combination square

 ☐ Cordless Drill, 3/8" variable speed

 ☐ Crowbar

 ☐ Drill bit set

 ☐ Duct tape

 ☐ Extension cords

 ☐ File

 ☐ Flashllight

 ☐ Glue

 ☐ Hack saw

 ☐ Hammer

 ☐ Hand saw

 ☐ Ladder, 6 foot

 ☐ Ladder, Extension

 ☐ Level (4')

 ☐ Lubricant (WD-40)

 ☐ Paint brush

 ☐ Pliers (standard and needle nose)

 ☐ Putty knife

 ☐ Safety glasses

 ☐ Sanding block

 ☐ Sandpaper 

 ☐ Sawhorse

 ☐ Screwdriver set

 ☐ Shims

 ☐ Shop vacuum

 ☐ Shovel

 ☐ Sledge hammer

 ☐ Socket set

 ☐ Stud finder

 ☐ Tape measure (25')

 ☐ Utility knife

 ☐ Wheelbarrow

 ☐ Wire stripper

 ☐ Work gloves

 ☐ Wrenches

 ☐ Zip-ties

Basics you'll need to accomplish most home maintenance and repair tasks

EQUIPMENT LIST
HOME MAINTENANCE

http://www.maisonmass.com
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PAINT LIST
HOME MAINTENANCE

Room Color Brand Finish

Living Room

Family Room/Den

Dining Room

Kitchen

Powder Room

Foyer

Office

Master Bedroom

Master Bath

Bedroom 2

Bedroom 3

Bedroom 4

Upstairs Bath

Basement

http://www.maisonmass.com

